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“If you want to be free, take it personally”

Mall Hellam

Director of Open Estonia Foundation

The most talked about topic in the Esto-
nian society in 2013 was the process of the
People’s Assembly — an initiative based on
the method of crowd-sourcing, that was
used to prepare amendments to the elec-
toral law and political party law while also
trying to find answers to other questions
about the future of democracy in Estonia.

The process of many months led to the
presentation of the experts’ analysis in front
of the people: the deliberation day brought a
500 strong mini-Estonia to Tallinn’s Song Fes-
tival Grounds — young and old, Estonian
speakers and others, city dwellers and coun-
try people.

As we had used this participative format,
called the Fishkin method successfully al-
ready earlier (during the discussions about
the future of the European Union), we were
strongly in favour of supporting such a logis-
tically complicated venture. And we are hap-
py to conclude that the sceptics were proven
wrong.

With a serious and thorough preparation
we could prove that it wasn’t a nation-wide
chat-room as quite a few members of par-
liament occasionally tried to present it. On
the contrary: the People’s Assembly made a
large step towards diversification of the
functioning of democracy and towards open
government.

On the one hand it is important, that the
people have an opportunity to get involved
in the nation’s life constantly, on the other

hand the People’s Assembly proved that
provided with enough information and time
the crowd-sourced decisions can be more
than adequate. Hopefully this inclusive
method will be used again in the future.

Of course a crowd-sourced legislative
process can’t be a goal in itself and nobody
wants to cut down the role of constitutional
institutions.

Much more important is the perception
of the people that they haven’t been left out
of the discussions, that they have the right to
participate, listen and contribute.

As an endorsement of the post People’s
Assembly findings a new “Opinion Festival”
was launched in the summer, that imple-
mented the same aims: to bring the discus-
sions out from offices, meeting rooms and
newspapers, to invite to think along and de-
bate.

In nearly 50 discussions people searched
for the sense of Estonia, looked at the future
of Europe, dreamed about a school free of
bullying and better health, talked about
money, intolerance, happiness, entrepre-
neurship and a lot more.

Also the topic of hate speech in online
media that became one of the most heated
debate issues in the second half of the year
led by Open Estonia Foundation, was first
addressed here. A vivid debate between poli-
ticians, NGO spokespeople and media lead-
ers confirmed the belief that for many years



now the internet comments have developed
in their own direction completely undis-
turbed but instead of the hoped-for multi-
tude of opinions and a comprehensive and
reasoned debate we see something com-
pletely different in the online media — an
anonymous Estonia blinded by hate.

Just a month later we addressed the hate
speech that is flooding the online platforms
of Estonian media at our annual Open Socie-
ty Forum. For the first time we invited media
enterprises and experts as well as the public
to jointly find solutions against anonymous
internet hate speech, a phenomenon that is
produced by just a handful of commentators
but that has had a devastating impact on the
quality of published text and meaningful de-
bate.

This mission is far from completed in the
world and in Estonia, but it's a beginning.
Reminding of the words of the keynote
speaker of the forum — Jordi Vaquer, the Eu-
ropean head of the Open Society Founda-
tions: a free society cannot ignore hate
speech or wait until it turns into physical vio-
lence; hate speech can be stopped now with
a joint effort by media, government and civic
society.

The Open Society Forum was followed by
the traditional celebration of the Interna-
tional Day of Democracy on the 15" of Sep-
tember, filling a whole week with events. For
the third year together with the Estonian
Debating Society we encouraged young peo-
ple in more than 500 schools to discuss
about democracy and to describe threats to
democracy as by understanding the signs of
threats we learn to understand democracy
better.

We continued the Open Estonia Founda-
tion’s trademark discussion series “Russian
Voices” that gives a forum to well known
Russian thinkers, civic and human rights ac-
tivists to help us understand and give sense
to the political and human rights situation in
Russia. The well-known Russian opposition

politician Ilja Yashin, the popular music critic,
journalist, opinion leader and environmental
activist Artemi Troitsky and young human
rights activist Konstantin Baranov visited Es-
tonia. One leading principle was at the core
of all different debates — the discontent of
the people in Russia increases day by day
because the country develops in a wrong
direction that doesn’t suit the citizens.

Just as we emphasize the daily analysis
and understanding of what’s going on in the
East, we also need to keep working towards
Europe — to help to secure our European
identity and the place in the European Union
and to encourage the public to speak up
more about European issues.

In order to achieve this we got involved in
a Pan-European initiative of future leaders
FuturelLab Europe in 2013 and gave two cou-
rageous young people — Anna Karolin and
Andrei Liimets the opportunity to get to
know the functioning of the European Union
better and to meet international policymak-
ers. In the opinion of the young people this
kind of active and constant European coop-
eration helps to avoid conformism and dis-
tancing from Europe.

Also with the aim to encourage a public
debate about European Union policies we
joined the initiative of the European founda-
tions’ network “JoiEU” and started the prep-
arations in Estonia for a new debate series of
the foundations “New Pact for Europe”, that
focuses on the unprecedented intense dis-
cussion about the future of the wunion
sparked by the crisis of the Euro zone.

In 2013 the Open Estonia Foundation
started to operate the European Economic
Area NGO Fund supporting with nearly one
million Euros the strengthening of Estonian
NGOs capacity on one hand and the initia-
tives to promote democratic values including
human rights on the other hand.

It's worth mentioning the project of Esto-
nian Patient Advocacy Association to pro-
mote the human rights of disabled people



and people with health problems and their
family members, the project of shadow elec-
tions by the Estonian Youth Associations and
the implementation of human rights topics in
Estonian education system by Human Rights
Institute.

In conclusion we can call 2013 a year of

new and large scale discussions when we
aimed to reach as many people as possible
with our ideas and initiatives — this is the on-
ly way to implement change.

Or as Jaan Pehk, also known as Orelipoiss
sings: “If you want to be free, take it person-
ally.”

Projects implemented and supported by OEF in 2013 (projects are listed in Estonian)

OPEN GOVERNANCE

Avatud valitsemise partnerluse (AVP) vGrgustiku 36919
tegevuse koordineerimine
E-Riigi Akadeemia Konverents , eValitsemiselt avatud valitsemisele” 5824
xy;inmarl valitsuse ndustamine eValitsuse kasutamise 24956
Rahvakogu arutelupdev 50 000
Vabaiihenduste liit EMSL Vaba.(]henduste osalemine Euroopa'Liidu struktuur-
fondide raha kasutamise kavandamisel aastateks 8 550
2014-2020
Birma valitsusametnike ja ekspertide e-valitsemisalane 7514
Avatud Eesti Fond Bppereis Eestisse
Koostdo rahvusvaheliste organisatsioonidega 17 259
TOTAL € 150 322
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND SOCIAL COHESION
SA Eesti Inim&iguste Keskus Aruande ,Inimdigused Eestis 2012“ vdljaandmine 1400
Venemaa vabaihenduste liidrite dppevisiit 12 145
" e-riigi tutvustamiseks
MTU Euroopa Uuringute Instituut
Venemaa vaatlejate osalemine
kohalike omavalitsuste valimistel 12545
Vabaihenduste liit EMSL Arvamusfestival 2013 16.-17. augustini Paides 13 000
Eesti Vaitlusselts Demokraatiapdev ja -nddal 2013 24 492
Arutelusari ,Venemaa hailed 2013“ 13621
Koosmeel 2013 2873
XVIII Avatud Uhiskonna Foorum
Avatud Eesti Fond sBnavabadusest ja vihakdnest 17727
Avatud Eesti Fondi strateegiaseminar
»Avatud Ghiskonna véljakutsed Eestis, 5054
Euroopas ja maailmas aastal 2013 ja edasi”




Avatud Eesti Fondi avatud ihiskonna edendamise

2
algatuste ajaloo koostamine 400
Noorte kodanikuaktiivsuse tdstmine 2013: 4589
koolitused, teavitustoo ja infomaterjalid
Kolmas sektor ja meedia: teavitustdo ja infomaterjalid 21550
Koostdo rahvusvaheliste organisatsioonidega 12 187
YOUTH ACTION FUND

Kea Kruuse Tallinna linnavolikogu simulatsioon 3.-5. maini 2013 1160

Syret Kirt Meedla’?ppe projekt ,Noorteajaleht Pilistvere kihel- 1560
konnas

Kairi Pulst Koolivagivallaga voitlev projekt ,Julgelt vastu!” 951
L - - -

Heikki Lett ast.ekaltsepaev:.a heategevusaktsioon 1560
Tallinna Lastehaigla toetuseks

Kristin Viljamaa Teatriprojekt ,Kogukonnateater kurtidega“ 1339

Katarina Kiiver Léimumispdevad eesti ja vene emakeelega noortele 1705
TOTAL € 152 257

NGO FUND OF EEA GRANTS

Vabaiihenduste liit EMSL Vabaiihenduste arenguprogrammi 2012—-2014 Il etapp 47 950

Avatud Eesti Fond Konve”rents »Labipaistvus ja vastutavus rahastamissu 19 736
hetes

DEVELOPING THE ROLE OF NGOS IN FOSTERING DEMOCRATIC VALUES

E- Riigi Akadeemia e-Kodanikuks Kasvamise Teejuht 29 965

Eesti Erinoorsootdé Uhing noOR »Avatud Meeled” to6toad koolides ja lasteaedades 30137

MTU Lahedad Naised Lahedalt Kagu-Eesti noorte demokraatiakool 30521
Puudega ja terviseprobleemidega inimeste ja

Eesti Patsientide Esindusiihing nende omaste inimdiguste edendamise projekt 40 000
,Sotsiaalne turvalisus on inimdigus”

Eesti Noortelihenduste Liit Noorte varivalimised 2013 40 000

i avse e |~n|m0|'gused' harld'ussusteemlsm— vorgusFumlne, 40 000
Opetajakoolitus ning noorte vimestamine

Lastekaitse Liit Ida-Virumaa laste Gigusi edendav projekt , Lapse haal!“ 90 000

MTU Mondo Rohujuure kampaaniad p&hidiguste kaitseks 36 204
Noustamiskeskuse loomine, et tdsta koolide suutlik-

MTU Miikaeli Uhendus kust hariduslike erivajadustega Opilaste oppesse kaa- 36 000
samiseks

DEVELOPING ADVOCACY AND WATCHDOG ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS

Vabaihenduste liit EMSL Vabakonna tulevikugrupp 39930
Tallinna asumiseltside tulevikundagemuse koostamine

MTU Linnalabor asumiseltside voimestamiseks kohalike valimiste kon- 35814
tekstis

MTU Eestl Pagulasabi Huwkantse vBimendamine varjupaiga- ja pagulaspolii- 35 458
tikas
Eestimaa Looduse Fondi ja teiste keskkonnatiihenduste

SA Eestimaa Looduse Fond metsanduspoliitikaalase eestkoste suutlikkuse tostmi- 39 822
ne
Erivai o~ -

SA Eesti Agrenska Fond rivajadustega noorte to6hdivega tegelev projekt 77393

,Voitle voimekuse nimel!”




Erinevate huvigruppide kaitsega tegelevate

SA Eesti Inimdiguste Keskus organisatsioonide vaheline vordse kohtlemise vorgus- 73 359
tik
Tallinna Lasteafe.dade Liit thendab hoolekogud! 18 511
Hoolekogude Liit
Sotsiaalsete Ettevotete Sotsiaalse ettevdtluse valdkondliku eestkoste arengu-
~ . . . 31886
Vorgustik MTU hlpe
SUPPORTING CAPACITY BUILDING OF NGOS
Mairka ja aita! Uhiskonnaliikmete kaasamise kaudu
SA DHARMA lastele turvalise, toetava ja arendava keskkonna loo- 7 430
mine
Uhendus Weissenstein Jarvamaa~YabatahtI|ke Kesku.se 7200
tegevusvGimekuse kasvatamine
MTU Ruumiloojad Kaasamispraktikute altenguprogramm 7500
,Kaasajate Kasvulava
D D o - -
SA Domus Dorpatensis omus o.rpatsnsme uhlslfond!lke probleemide 6 690
lahendamise vdimekuse tdstmine
Eesti LGBT Uhing Uhingu kommunikatsioonivdimekuse parandamine 7 500
Tallinna Laste Tugikeskus Tegus Laste Tugikeskus! 6132
Poliitikauuringute Keskus PRAXIS rl\]/(IeottekOJa anallilsitoode kattesaadavuse parendami- 6750
MTU Parnumaa .
Uhise vih ju all 6 290
Vahemusrahvaste Liit ,,Raduga“ Is€ vihmavarju a
SA Omanadolise .
Kooli Arenduskeskus Ole ise muutuseks 7 500
L inauli 3 vaba ai
oomlhgu T \'/a” = elE Ida-Virumaa vabahariduse- ja kasit6o keskuse loomine 7 420
veetmise keskus ,,Gagarin
Sillam&e Lastekaitse Uhing .'YITU S||IarT1ae Last.ekalfcse Uhing - 7 500
jatkusuutlik organisatsioon
Eesti Ajalooliste Laevade Selts Kodanikualgatus ajaloolistel laevadel Eesti rahvusliku
- e ) ) 6777
MTU merekultuuri sdilitamiseks ja arendamiseks
SA Maarja Kiila Sihtasutuse tegutsemisvoimekuse tostmine 6768
Eesti Noorteiihenduste Liidu, Eesti Opilasesinduste
Eesti Ulidpilaskondade Liit Liidu ja Eesti Ulidpilaskondade Liidu (E3) liilkmed tuge- 7 500
vaks!
MTU Mondo MTU finantsvdimekuse ja -ldbipaistvuse suurendamine 6 146
MTU Lead Narva.1 I|n.na kodanlkt'euhenduste vorgustiku 7424
loomine ja arendamine
MTU Gkokratt Teeme val:.).atah:cllkega kogukongateatrlt 1805. aasta 7500
talurahva llestdusust Karinu mdisas
MTU Pereprojekt Kanisteraapia meetoc'Jl.kalv'ltarrTlne estis 7422
puuetega laste rehabilitatsiooniks
) Eesti Ettevali - i“tsiooni (BPW E -
BPW Estonia MTU esti 'ttev'otllk.e Naiste As§ot5|at5|oon| (BPW Estonia) 6975
organisatsiooni tugevdamine
PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN ESTONIA AND DONOR STATES
R Starditoetus koost66 edendamiseks organisatsiooniga
1
SRV EITESElE Norway Debate, Debating Student Society 000
Eesti Parkinsoniliit Stardltoetus. koost66 edendamiseks organisatsiooniga 1000
Norges Parkinsonforbund
MTU Igale lapsele pere Starditoetus koost66 edendamiseks Oslo linnakomis- 984

joniga (Oslo City Mission Hudoy)




MTU Eesti Pagulasabi Taiendav to"etus kahepoolsete suhete arendamiseks 5356
Norra vabaiihendustega

MTU Linnalabor Talenqav to?tus kahepoolsete suhete arendamiseks 2500
Islandi vabalhendustega
TOTAL €935 150

Valgevene tudengite programmi haridus- ja
teadusministeeriumi toetus 2013/2014 &ppeaastaks

Avatud Eesti Fond




