RU BY CON. Belarusian future in Europe: perspectives and challenges
РУБИКОН. Белорусское будущее в Европе: перспективы и вызовы
January 14-15, 2011
Venue: Riigikogu conference hall, Tallinn, Estonia  

Working language: Russian (provided with translation into Estonian)
       Organisers:

·  “Valgevene Uus Tee”, MTÜ /www.valgevene.ee/
· Estonian Parliament  Association in Defence

of Democratic Development of Belarus /www.riigikogu.ee/
· Open Estonia Foundation /www.oef.org.ee/
· ARU television OÜ /www.aru.tv/
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Programme
Day 1. January 14 Friday  

Topic: Belarus: international perspective 
09.00 – 09.40 Registration. Riigikogu conference hall. Address:  Lossi plats 1a, 15165 Tallinn
09.40–10.00 Plenary Session 1. (Introductory  remarks  speech, by the organizers)  

09.50 Welcome speeches:

· Pavel Marozau – executive director, “Valgevene Uus Tee”, MTÜ
· Mall Hellam - executive director, Open Estonia Foundation
· Silver Meikar – Estonian MP, Estonian Parliament  Association in Defence

of Democratic Development of Belarus Chairman
10.00–11.30 Plenary Session 2. ’Relations between Belarus and Russia: current state and perspectives’ 

Speakers:  Valeria Kostyugova (Belarusian Institute For Strategic Studies), Arkady Moshes (The Finnish institute of International Affairs), Yuri Drakahrust (Radio Liberty) Daniil Meshcheryakov (Moscow Helsinki Group)   Moderator: Pavel Marozau 

· Experts presentations (15 min each, 1 hour)

· Discussion, Q & A (30 min)

11.30–12.00 Coffee break
12.00 –13.30 Plenary Session 3. ‘Belarus’ relations with the EU: international perspective’ 

Spekers:  Marko Mihkelson (Riigikogu Committee on the European Union Affairs),  Arkady Moshes (The Finnish institute of International Affairs), Kamil Klysinski  (The Centre for Eastern Studies, Poland),  Zbigniew PISARSKI (Casimir Pulaski Foundation) 
 Moderator: Pavel Marozau

· Experts presentations (15 min each, 1 hour)  
· Discussion, Q & A (30 min) (для дискуссии указывать время нормально)
13.30 – 14.30 Lunch (Riigikogu Café)  
14.30–15.45 Plenary Session 4. ‘Belarus: security issues‘ 
Speakers: Alyaksandr Alesin (Independent military expert), Aarne Veedla (Estonian Reform party adviser), Valeria Kostyugova (Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies)     

Moderator: Pavel Marozau

· Experts presentations (15 min each, 45 min)

· Discussion, Q & A (30 min)

15.45 – 16.00 Coffee break 

16.00–16.30 Meeting with Kristiina Ojuland (Former Foreign Minister of Estonia, Member of the European Parliament) on the European Parliament latest decisions on Belarus and the EU strategy towards the country  
16.30 –17.00 Plenary Session 5. Conclusions 

Day 2 January 15 Saturday
Topic: Belarus: internal developments

09.30 – 10.00 Registration. Riigikogu conference hall. Address:  Lossi plats 1a, 15165 Tallinn
10.00–10.15 Plenary Session 6. Program/Day introduction (goals and objectives of event, program of conference and this day)   
10.15–12.15 Plenary Session 7. Panel discussion. Belarus: political situation, Presidential election’s evaluation .  

Speakers: Vitali Silitski (Belarusian Institute For Strategic Studies), Yury Drakahrust (Radio Liberty), Syarhej Chaly (Independent expert),  Alexander Gritsianov (Independent expert), Yuri Gubarevich (For Freedom Movement) Moderator: Pavel Marozau

· Experts presentations (15 min each, 1 hour 15 min)

· Discussion, Q & A (45 min)

12.15–12.45 Coffee break
12.45–14.00 Plenary Session 8. Panel discussion. Belarusian society: yesterday, today and tomorrow. Perspectives of modernization or degradation
Speakers:  Alexander Gritsianov (Independent expert), Julia Chernjavskaya (Independent expert), Alexander Apeikin (Liberal Club)  Moderator: Pavel Marozau

· Experts presentations (15 min each, 45 min)

· Discussion, Q & A (30 min)

14.00–15.00 Lunch Riigikogu café 
15.00–16.00 Plenary Session 9. Panel discussion. Belarus: economical situation. Perspectives of reforms 

Speakers:  Syarhej Chaly (Independent expert), Valeria Kostyugova (Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies) Moderator: Pavel Marozau

· Experts presentations (15 min each, 30 min)

· Discussion, Q & A (30 min)

16.00–17.00 Plenary Session 10. Panel discussion. Belarus: media and the Internet. Freedom of Speech and Propaganda. Perspectives for the development of the Internet
Speakers: Leonid Muravjov (Independent expert) Pavel Marozau (ARU Television)
· Experts presentations (15 min each, 30 min)

· Discussion, Q & A (30 min)

17.00 –17.30 Plenary Session 11. Conclusions 

